


Thank you! Semester in Review
Fall 2023



Office of Sustainability 
Internship Program

Jessica Moore



Engaging Student Networks
Elizabeth Finley & Zarina Jones



What is UNRCE?

● High levels of poverty
● Access to nutritious food
● Effects on overall health

UN Regional Centers of 
Expertise for Sustainable 
Education

● Promotes the 17 
Sustainable 
Development Goals 
toward environmental, 
social, and economic 
sustainability practices



Sustainable Development Goals

● High levels of poverty
● Access to nutritious food
● Effects on overall health



RCE Greater Atlanta





It’s All About Networks

● High levels of poverty
● Access to nutritious food
● Effects on overall health

● One of over 174 
Regional Centers of 
Expertise around the 
world

● With RCE Greater 
Atlanta partnering 
with 6 campuses in 
Georgia

● One of 27 interns in 
the Office of 
Sustainability

● Over 138 student 
organizations 
connected to 
different SDGs



UGA-Based Projects

Student
Advisory
Council

of Sustainable 
Student Organizations 

UGA 
Student Guide 

to the SDGs
Courses, organizations, 

certificates, and initiative

Cataloging 
Study Abroad 

Courses 

and their connections to 
UN Sustainable 

Development Goals



Student Guide to the SDGs 





Greek Goes Green



9,000 
Students 

65 
Chapters

1 
Intern



2% 
of U.S. Population 
is Greek Affiliated 



80% 
Fortune 

500 
Executives

85%
Supreme 

Court 
Justices

76% 
U.S. Senators 

and 
Congressmen



9,000 
Students 

65 
Chapters



Easy, right?



CCC



Cans Clothes Community



Cans



1,000+ pounds 
of aluminum recycled locally



Clothes



250+ items
exchanged in one day



Community



Learn more about 
the SDGs

Keep up with us on Instagram 

@greekgoesgreenuga

Greek Goes Green



Enhancing Food Access
Abby Lauterbach & Austin Klepper



1 in 5 students at UGA experience 
food insecurity

Sources: UGA Student Affairs, 2022 / Feeding America, 2021 

1 in 6 Athens-Clarke County residents 
experience food insecurity

1 in 4 children in Athens experience 
food insecurity



Sources: United States Department of Agriculture, 2006 / Navarro, Brooks, & Urban 2017

“Food insecurity is the limited 

or uncertain availability of 
nutritionally adequate and safe 
foods, or limited or uncertain 
ability to acquire acceptable 
foods in acceptable ways”

-USDA



Farm to Campus Market

● Student-run farmers market 
bringing local, sustainable, and 
healthy food to UGA students.

● Profits are donated to the 
FARM Rx prescription program.



Produce Life Cycle

Leftover food 
scraps are sent 
to UGArden to 
be composted.

Unsold produce 
is donated to 

Fresh Express, a 
fresh produce 

food pantry 
on-campus.

Farm to Campus 
sells produce to 
students, with 

proceeds going to 
FarmRx.

Fresh produce is 
grown and 

harvested at 
UGArden.



Production & Education on Campus: Geography-Geology Green Roof
Our Mission:

● Grow wholesome,  healthy food for the 
community

● Provide on-campus, experiential food 
systems education to students

● Protect the native plants and 
pollinators that are a part of our  
campus community



Roof to Table: An Overview

Campus Kitchen delivers 
produce in cooked meals 
or grocery bags.

Community members 
enjoy fresh, nutritious 
food.

UGArden supplies 
seeds, tools, and 
greenhouse space.

Fresh fruits & 
vegetables grow and 
are harvested on the 
roof with volunteer 
support.



Impacting Athens

150

Green Roof Garden (in 2023)

Volunteers

5 Academic Courses

110 Pounds of produce 
distributed

55

Farm to Campus Markets (in 2023)

Volunteers

3 New Collaborations:
UGArden, Fresh Express, SGA

Donated to FARM Rx !$1500



Get Involved!
Keep up with volunteer opportunities by 

connecting with Farm to Campus Markets  
& The Green Roof Garden on social media

adk14983@uga.edu



Reducing Food Waste
Autumn Girardin & Susanna Berg



UGA Compost Cycle



UGA Compost Cycle
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UGA Compost Cycle



UGA Compost Cycle



UGA Compost Cycle



The goal of Campus Compost
 is to institutionalize
compost on campus

We service

120+
locations on campus



UGArden Cycle



UGArden Cycle



UGArden Cycle



UGArden Cycle



UGArden Cycle



The Composting Process
Feeder Pile Curing Tilling Process



Why Compost?

● Compost can improve…

○ Organic nutrient content

○ Soil structure & erosion

○ Soil porosity 

○ Moisture retention



What Can I Compost?



Waste diverted from landfill in 2023

?



4.7
tons!

Waste diverted from landfill in 2023



4.7
tons!



Increasing Involvement



Thank you!

Please check out our social media!



Interdisciplinary 
Sustainability Certificate

Tyra Byers



Sustainability Certificate Staff

Tyra Byers, 
Program 
Director

Talley Vodicka, 
Program 
Coordinator

Colin Peterson, 
Graduate 
Assistant

Logan Hall, 
Undergraduate 
Intern



Sustainability Certificate Ambassadors

Jasmine Patel
Environmental Economics & 

Management

Liora McElvaney 
Environmental Health 

Science

Logan Hall
 Ecology (AB) & 

International Affairs

Matthew Davidorf 
Environmental 

Engineering

Ashleigh Gordon
Environmental Economics 

& Management

Sarah Adams
Landscape Architecture

Madison Caren
Ecology (BS) & Environmental 

Resource Science

Nicole Cortes 
International Affairs



Interdisciplinary Sustainability Certificate
● Odum School of Ecology *
● Office of Sustainability
● Center for Integrative Conservation
● Graduate School
● Franklin College of Arts and Sciences
● Terry College of Business
● College of Environment + Design
● Warnell School of Forestry

● School of Social Work
● College of Family and Consumer Sciences
● College of Agriculture and Environmental 

Sciences
● College of Engineering
● School of Public and International Affairs
● College of Public Health
● Grady College of Journalism and Mass 

Communications



Food Policy in Athens
Allie Maloney, Skylar Perez, Emma Guglielmo



Problem and Scope

Athens Population is food 
insecure

24% of Athen’s children 
are food insecure

15%
Of Georgia landfills are 
food residuals

This makes it the largest 
category for solid waste

12%

● Increases size of landfills
● Pollutes methane
● Methane contributes to 

greenhouse effect and 
climate change

● High levels of poverty
● Access to nutritious food
● Effects on overall health

Food Produce is wasted 
Annually

Estimated by the Food 
Waste Reduction Alliance

40%

● Potential for diversion
● Restaurants
● Grocery stores
● Farmers



Status Quo

Federal Internal Revenue Code 

Bill Emerson Good Samaritan Act 

Federal



Our Research
Stakeholder Interviews

● Carol Meyers–District 8 County 
Commissioner 

● Grocery Stores
● Restaurants
● Non-profits

Subject Matter Expert Interviews
● Andie Bisceglia
● Sandy Briggs
● Dr. Jennifer Thompson
● Denise Plemmons



Recommendations

Mandates & Incentives

Modeled after Austin TX, 
Boulder CO

Policy Recommendations

Public Information

Matchmaking

Abundance Recommendations

Policy Recommendations



Our Takeaways
How our project was meaningful to us…

Businesses are willing All stakeholders are 
here

Success stories exist Abundance Athens



Congratulations, Graduates!
Sustainability Certificate



Rae Jarrard, Environmental Economics and Management

Tatiana Morales, Environmental Engineering

Maci Willetts, Ecology AB



Rae Jarrard
Major: Environmental Economics and 

Management

Capstone Project: EcoWorks B-Corp 
Certification

Future Plans: Impacting Investing 
at Indigo Group



Tatiana Morales
Major: Environmental Engineering

Capstone Project: UGA Athletics Zero 
Waste at Turner Stadium

Future Plans: Business Technology 
Solutions Analyst at Deloitte



Maci Willets
Major: Ecology AB

Capstone Project: Yamaha Rightswater 
Plastic Boat Cover Recycling Initiative

Future Plans: Travel and Volunteer at 
Organic Farm in Latin America



Looking Forward…
Dr. Justin Ellis



It is not the most intellectual nor 
strongest species that survives; but the 
species best able to adapt and adjust 
to one’s changing environment.

-Charles Darwin

One of the best adaptive 
strategies is to anticipate 
the change. 

Same principle applies to UGA 
students meeting the demands 
of a modern workplace and the 
broader needs of society.



Futures Thinking
● The ability to anticipate how sustainability 

challenges and solutions might occur over time. 

● To prepare for likely scenarios.

● To develop the requisite skills that will be required.



Fortune 500 commitments increased by 21% 
from 2021-2022

The UN’s CSRD is a factor

The demand for sustainability trained professionals 
is growing exponentially



Clean Energy and Climate Solutions Program 

E-Mobility Solar Technology

Rooftop

Utility scale

The electrification of the economy



Black 
Box

Campus Sustainability Archive Dashboards GIS Data Hub

Sustainability 
requires
Hyperlocal data.

Skills that make a 
lasting 
contribution.

https://esploro.libs.uga.edu/esploro/search/collections/UGA-Campus-Sustainability-Archive/UGALivingLab?lang=en
https://esploro.libs.uga.edu/esploro/search/collections/UGA-Campus-Sustainability-Archive/UGALivingLab?lang=en




Campus Sustainability Grants
Ella Filston & Kevin Kirsche



Southeastern Student Sustainability Conference, Liora McElvaney
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Southeastern Student Sustainability Conference, Liora McElvaney
Reduce, Reuse, Regalia, Cailyn Bowser

Graywater Garden at UGArden, Erin Ideker
CHaRM x UGA, Emme McCumiskey

Satellite CHaRM Drop Off, Hannah Chaffee
How do Trash Traps Affect Urban Streams, Birkley Heynen

Project for a Sustainable & Equitable Art School, Larissa McPherson
Zero-Waste Worship, Camryn Teichman

Reclaimed Cardboard for Large-Scale Sculpture, Ben Elliot
Activa Tu Charging Station, Victoria Garay-Moreno

Enhancing Health Equity: Access to AEDs, Jielu Zhang



Zero Waste
Mason Towe



Thank you! Thank you!


